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June 1, 2021 

 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
As we enter the last two weeks of the 2020-21 school year, I think we can agree this school year has 
been one incredible, roller-coaster ride!  Throughout it all, we worked together in the best interest of 
the students to get us to this point.  Before summer is upon us, I wanted to update you on a couple of 
important topics. 
 
NO SCHOOL – FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2021   
 
While many of the construction projects have begun, classroom demolition of ceiling tiles, lights, 
flooring and asbestos abatement has not.  Classroom asbestos abatement must occur before any more 
internal construction projects may begin.  To begin the abatement, staff and movers need adequate 
time to pack and move all materials and furnishings out of each building and store them in the 50 semi-
trailers soon to arrive on campus.  Therefore, the District will be closed on Friday, June 11, 2021, for a 
building problem to pack and move all materials and furnishings out of the buildings in order to start 
asbestos abatement on June 14th.  As previously communicated, Tuesday, June 8, Wednesday, June 9 
and Thursday June 10 will be half days of school for all students, with Thursday, June 10, now the last 
day of school. 
 
SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
 
If you would like your K-8 child to participate in one of the K-8 virtual summer programs offered by the 
District, please contact your child’s principal for enrollment information.  The District will also be 
running a high school credit recovery summer program.  To register, please visit the District’s website 
or contact Ms. Lepak, RHS Counselor.  Due to construction projects occurring at all three buildings, all 
summer programs will be virtual. 
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2021-22 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 
The District and Richmond Education Association (REA) will begin negotiating a contract extension for 
the teachers, which includes the 2021-22 school calendar.  At this time, the 2021-22 school calendar 
has not been finalized.  The REA and District have worked collaboratively together throughout this year 
and in the past, and I have no reason to believe this will not continue with this year’s negotiation.  
Unless a waiver is granted by the State Superintendent, state law prohibits school districts from starting 
prior to Labor Day.  Due to the magnitude of the construction projects this summer, Richmond does 
not intend to file a waiver to begin school prior to Labor Day for the 2021-22 school year.  Once an 
agreed upon school calendar is reached, the District will release the calendar to the community.  Please 
be patient and understanding, as the negotiation process begins and unfolds. 
 
WHAT WILL INSTRUCTION LOOK LIKE FOR THE 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR? 
 
As of today, the legislature, Governor, Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, and 
Macomb County Health Department have provided no specific restrictions or requirements for the 
2021-22 school year for COVID-19 mitigation.  Unless otherwise required by law or 
Executive/Emergency Orders, Richmond Community Schools is planning for a normal, pre-pandemic, 
2021-22 school year.  We intend to offer a virtual option for families, though it will look different than 
this year’s model.  Information about a virtual option will be released during the summer. 
 
In the meantime, I urge everyone to follow the legislative process closely as it pertains to any school 
funding tied to COVID-19 restrictions or requirements for the 2021-22 school year.  In the budget 
negotiation process at the State, deals are often cut in the “11th hour.” Recently, the Consensus 
Revenue Estimating Conference showed a billion more dollars in the State school aid fund than 
previously projected.  With these dollars, the State is in a position to significantly increase the per pupil 
allocation districts receive and close the fund discrepancy among districts. 
 
As more information is released from the State, especially if it requires restrictions or mandates for 
next school year, I will communicate those to you via SchooMessenger and social media. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian J. Walmsley, Ed.S. 
Superintendent 
 


